
ROCK Summer Reading Assignment (for all incoming and current ROCKers) 

 Growing up can be challenging, and that’s why so many writers choose to write about it. There’s a 

whole genre of writing called “coming of age” novels. Some are autobiographical, exactly true to the 

facts and details of the writer’s life, and some are based more loosely on the places and conditions 

where the writer grew up.  

Choose one of these four coming of age stories to read. Be prepared to talk and write about it in the first 

days of the school year. How does one prepare to join in a great conversation and what do you do when 

you know you’ll be writing about the book? Some people like to take notes on sticky notes as they go, 

some like to keep a character list which they update with what’s going on with each character.  You’ll 

need to be able to refer to some specifics in order to have that great conversation, so choose a method 

that works for you. 

 Write out the answer to the questions below, putting page numbers after quotes.  I will collect this. 

*What is the central conflict for the main character? 

* Sum up the main argument or thesis of the novel in one sentence. 

* Choose three important scenes for the character’s development or growth of understanding. Write 

about what happens for the character in each of those scenes. Choose a quote from each of those 

scenes that you think shows why that scene is important.  

*Choose two other favorite quotes from the novel and write about why they were among your 

favorites. 

I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 

 A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith 

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 

 


